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Finding a Father for Harrison Johnson: Indirect Evidence 
Supports an Authored Source 

Prepared for: Self Subject: Harrison Johnson Date: 20 March 2024 

Objective 

The objective of this research report is to identify the parents of Harrison Johnson who was 
born circa 1813 in Tennessee, and died on 8 May 1898 near Minco, Grady County, Indian 
Territory (now Oklahoma). 

Background Information 

Harrison Johnson was born circa 1813 in Tennessee per information in the 1850 census.1 His 
first wife’s name is unknown, but he had three documented marriages: 

2) Adaline Johnson on 15 December 1844 in Lafayette County, Missouri.2  
3) Hannah Phillips on 22 November 1852 in Benton County, Missouri.3 
4) Mary "Polly" (Byrd) Gunn on 17 January 1869 in Benton County, Missouri.4 

Harrison died on 8 May 1898 near Minco, Grady County, Indian Territory (now Oklahoma), 
according to his widow Mary when she applied for his Civil War pension.5 Harrison’s last 
name was sometimes shown as Johnston.6 

                                                 

1 1850 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Fristo Township, p. 568–569 (penned), 
dwelling 180, family 180, Harrison Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 
12 May 2019); citing National Archives & Records Administration (NARA) microfilm M432, roll 392. 
(Document 1, 1b) 

2 Lafayette County, Missouri, marriage records, vol. C:45, Johnson-Johnson, 15 Dec 1844; "Missouri, 
Marriage Records, 1805-2002," image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 12 May 2019). 

3 Benton County, Missouri, marriage records, p. 162, Johnson-Phillips, 22 Nov 1852; "Missouri, Marriage 
Records, 1805-2002," image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 12 May 2019). 

4 Benton County, Missouri, marriage records, vol. B:75, Johnson-Gunn, 17 Jan 1869; "Marriage records, v. 
A-B 1839-1873, 1875, 1879, 1880," image, FamilySearch (http://familysearch.org : accessed 6 Sep 2023); citing 
FamilySearch Library (FSL) microfilm 7,424,473, image 302. 

5 Form [partially cut-off and unreadable], 1899–1900, Harrison Johnson (aka Johnston) (Private, Co. A, 
Osage County Reg't, Missouri Home Guards, Civil War); pension no. 907,767, Case Files of Approved Pension 
Applications ..., 1861–1934; Civil War and Later Pension Files; Record Group 15; Records of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs; National Archives, Washington, D.C. [Image 14 of PDF, packet cover, laid flat and imaged, 
numerous notes in different handwriting and ink color, recorded in 1899 and 1900.] 

6 Ibid. 
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Summary of Results 

Vital Records 

 Searched the marriage records in Johnston County, North Carolina, and found a 
marriage bond in 1794 for Uriah Johnson and Jane Carrell. Their marriage occurred 
well before the births of their known purported children. 

 Searched for a death record or obituary for Harrison Johnson with negative results. 

Census Records 

 Located and analyzed the 1840 census for possible siblings of Harrison Johnson. 
 Located and analyzed the 1850 to 1880 census records of Harrison Johnson, 

Billington Johnson, and Mary Ann (Johnson) Berryman to show a probable family 
connection. 

 Located and analyzed the 1820 and 1830 censuses, and eliminated several paternal 
candidates. 

Other Records 

 Located and analyzed online trees for clues of the Johnson family. 
 Found a letter posted online written in 1899 that provided direct evidence of Uriah 

Johnson and Jane Carrell as the parents of Abington Johnson. 

Summary of Known Facts 

Date Event Analysis/Comments 
c1813 [1850C] a 

c1814 [1860C] b 
c1815 [1870C] c 
c1815 [1880C] d 
c1813 [pension] e 

Harrison’s 
birth based 
on ages in 
censuses 

Age 37, born TN (1850 census) 
Age 46, born TN (1860 census) 
Age 45, born IA (1870 census–age/place of birth wrong) 
Age 65, born TN (1880 census) 
Age 77 (pension, image 29) 

1830 f Abram 
Salley 
moved to 
Missouri 
from 
Kentucky 

“Abram Salley came to Missouri from Kentucky in 1830...His son, 
Dandridge...Abram Salley's daughter, Nancy Lee, married 
Billington Johnson when she was just 15. When she was 17, they 
homesteaded what was later known as the old Johnson place.” 
[Note: Based on census records, Nancy Salley was born in c1819 
so an extrapolated 1834 marriage date to Billington based on her 
age of 15 correlates to their known marriage date.] 

c1831–1834 g Marriage Harrison could have married as early as 1831 (age 18) given the 
unknown young male’s age, however, most likely is c1833–1834. 

1834 h Marriage of 
Billington 
Johnson 

“Married on the fourteenth day of March 1834 Billington Johnson 
to Nancy Sally 
J.H. Howard, J.P.” 

1839 i Birth of 
daughter 

Birth of Harrison’s daughter, Mildred  
[Adding this daughter’s birth to tie Harrison to the 1840 census.] 

1840 j Census Harrison Johnson household 
1m 5–9 [1831–1835] - ? 
1m 20–29 [1811–1820] - Harrison, b. 1813 
1f <5 [1836–1840] - Mildred 
1f 20–29 [1811–1820] - 1st wife 
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[“Billing” Johnson lived next door.] 
1844 k Marriage Harrison Johnson of Pettis County, Missouri, and Adaline Johnson 

on the 15th day of Dec 1844 
1850 l Census Harrison Johnson, 37, farmer, born TN 

Eady, 27, f, born KY 
Mildred Johnson, 11, born MO 
Sarah J. Johnson, 9, born MO 
Emily F., 7, born MO 
Manerva S., 5, born MO 
Nancy A., 1, born MO 
[Dandridge Sally lives next door; Dandridge was brother-in-law 
of Billington Johnson.] 

1860 m Census Billington Johnson, Dandridge Salley, Harrison Johnson, and 
William & Mary Ann (Johnson) Berryman all lived in the same 
township in Benton County, Missouri. 

1880 n Census Harrison Johnson, 65, cannot write; born TN  
Mary, 44, wife, born TN 
Chas, 9, son, born MO 
Bill, 8, son, born MO 
Mandy, 6, dau, born MO 
Henry, 3, son, born MO 
Mary Gunn, 13, stepdau, born MO 
Clark Brown, 38, boarder, born GA 

1899 o Letter “Princeton, Mo 
March 16, 1899 
Dear Son A. R. Johnson . . . 
Your Grandpa Abington Johnson was born near Ralla (sic 
Raleigh), N. C. March 8, 1801. Your Grandma Johnson (Margaret 
Lockard) was born Nov 11, 1804 at Zanesville, O (Ohio). . .  
Great Grandfather Uriah Johnson was a native of N.C. his wife 
Jane Carr [sic] of Maryland. . .  
Your pa, 
W. K. Johnson” 

1961 p Death of 
child 

Mon, 9 Oct 1961 
Billington (Billie) Johnson, 95...died about 6:10 p.m. Saturday in a 
local rest home. 
[Does not name parents and age does not correlate to census 
records—c1872, however, wife and children’s names are consistent 
with census records for Billington Johnson born c1872. 
Note—headstone has 1886 not 1866, as computed birth year would 
be 1961 minus 95 years. 
Harrison gave “Billie’s” birthdate as 28 Jul 1871 in his pension. This 
correlates to the census records for Billie.] 

Sources: 
a. 1850 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Fristo Township, p. 568–569 (penned), 
dwelling 180, family 180, Harrison Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 
12 May 2019); citing National Archives & Records Administration (NARA) microfilm M432, roll 392. 
(Document 1, 1b) 
b. 1860 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Township 39 Range 21, p. 55 (penned), 
dwelling 268, family 266, Harrison Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 
12 May 2019); citing NARA microfilm M653, roll 117. (Document 9) 
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c. 1870 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Union Township, p. 290 (stamped), 
p. 13 (penned), dwelling 85, family 85, Harrison Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : 
accessed 12 May 2019); citing NARA microfilm M593, roll 759. 
d. 1880 U.S. census, Brown County, Texas, population schedule, Justice Precinct #1, enumeration district 
(ED) 23, p. 14B (penned), dwelling 119, family 124, Harrison Johnson household; image, Ancestry 
(http://ancestry.com : accessed 12 May 2019); citing NARA microfilm T9, roll 1292. (Document 10) 
e. Declaration For an Original Pension, 1 Nov 1890, Harrison Johnson (aka Johnston) (Private, Co. A, 
Osage County Reg't, Missouri Home Guards, Civil War); invalid pension no. 907,767, widow's pension no. 
696, Case Files of Approved Pension Applications ..., 1861-1934; Civil War and Later Pension Files; Record 
Group 15; Records of the Department of Veterans Affairs; National Archives, Washington, D.C. [Image 29 of 
PDF.] 
f. “Public Member Trees,” database, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 29 Sep 2023), “Fetterhoff, 
Westlake, Short, and Tankesley Family Trees” family tree by Anne Fetterhoff, profile for Abram S. Salley 
(father of Dandridge) (1797–1878); digital image posted 16 Sep 2022 by Anne Fetterhoff; Kathleen White 
Miles, The History of Benton County, Missouri, vol. 1 (Benton County, Missouri: White & Miles, 1969), 53c. 
(Document 11) 
g. 1840 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Alexander, p. 64 (stamped), line 29, 
Harrison Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 12 May 2019); citing NARA 
microfilm M704, roll 220. (Document 13) 
h. Pettis County, Missouri, marriage records, Johnson-Sally, 14 Mar 1834; "Missouri, U.S., Marriage 
Records, 1805-2002," image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 13 Sep 2023); citing Missouri State 
Archives, Jefferson City. (Document 12) 
i. 1850 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Fristo Township, p. 568–569 (penned), 
dwelling 180, family 180, Harrison Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 
12 May 2019); citing NARA microfilm M432, roll 392. (Document 1, 1b) 
j. 1840 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Alexander, p. 64 (stamped), line 29, 
Harrison Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 12 May 2019); citing NARA 
microfilm M704, roll 220. (Document 13) 
k. Lafayette County, Missouri, marriage records, vol. C:45, Johnson-Johnson, 15 Dec 1844. 
l. 1850 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Fristo Township, p. 568–569 (penned), 
dwelling 180, family 180, Harrison Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 
12 May 2019); citing NARA microfilm M432, roll 392. (Document 1, 1b) 
m. 1860 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Township 39 Range 21, p. 49, dwelling 
233, family 231, Bilington [sic] Johnson household & dwelling 236, family 234, Dandridge Salley household; 
image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 12 May 2019); citing NARA microfilm M653, roll 607. 
(Document 3) Also, ibid., p. 55 (penned), dwelling 268, family 266, Harrison Johnson. (Document 9) Also, 
ibid., p. 54 (penned), dwelling 262, family 260, William Berryman; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : 
accessed 1 Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilm M653, roll 607. (Document 5) 
n. 1880 U.S. census, Brown County, Texas, population schedule, Justice Precinct #1, enumeration district 
(ED) 23, p. 14B (penned), dwelling 119, family 124, Harrison Johnson household; image, Ancestry 
(http://ancestry.com : accessed 12 May 2019); citing NARA microfilm T9, roll 1292. (Document 10) 
o.  "Family Tree," memories page for Uriah Johnson, 1770–1840, G68J-6L4, FamilySearch 
(http://familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/G68J-6L4 : accessed 13 Aug 2023). [See “Letter From W. K. 
Johnson to Son A. R. Johnson with Family History,” contributed by Anita1973, [E-Address For Private Use], 
4 Feb 2022.] (Document 14) 
p. "Funeral Rites (Billington Johnson)," The Lawton (Oklahoma) Constitution, 10 Oct 1961, p. 18, col. 3; digital 
image, Newspapers.com (http://newspapers.com : accessed 30 Oct 2023). (Document 6) 
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The hypothesis, based on the book, Our Pioneer Heritage, is that Uriah Johnson and Jane 
Carrell were the parents of Harrison Johnson.7 This book may have been well-researched 
but lacks citations which can be examined and evaluated. 

Findings & Analysis 

Research on Harrison Johnson began many years ago without a solid methodology. To 
correct this shortcoming, directed research was conducted. 

Birth and Death Records 

Birth and death records usually name a person’s parents and are a good source to seek. 
The State of Tennessee first mandated birth records in 1914.8 Some counties started their 
record keeping as early as 1908, however, this is too late to record the birth of Harrison 
Johnson who was probably born about 1813. 

The State of Oklahoma reached full compliance of all counties for death certificates in 
1930.9 Some counties have records as early as 1891, however, Grady County does not have 
death records from 1898 when Harrison died.10 When governmental records do not exist, 
other records must be sought. 

Census Records 

Census records can provide names, ages, and locations useful for proving relationships. 
Beginning with the 1850 census, enumerators recorded the names or initials of all household 
members as well as their ages and birthplaces. Before 1850, census forms recorded only the 
names of the heads of household, with tick marks or numbers representing the age ranges 
and sex of the other household members. Harrison Johnson, born in about 1813, would have 
been represented by tick marks in the 1820 and 1830 census records. Harrison was born in 
Tennessee, but a specific county has not yet been identified. Research for this phase 
centered on Hickman County, Tennessee, based on the book, Our Pioneer Heritage, which 
gives Hickman County as the residence of Uriah Johnson, the theorized father of Harrison. 

Several Johnson families lived in Hickman County, Tennessee, during the 1820 and 1830 
census periods, one of whom was Uriah Johnson.11 

Possible Parents 

As shown in figure 1 below, only Frances Johnson, Uriah Johnson, and Beckey Johnson had 
males of the right age bracket to be Harrison Johnson given his age range of 20- to 29 
                                                 

7 Pauline McDonald, Our Pioneer Heritage (Dallas, Texas: Johnston Printing Co., 1961), 26. (Document 2) 
8 Walter Fuller, President, The Handybook for Genealogists, United States of America, 11th Edition (Logan, 

Utah: Everton Publishers, 2006), 695, Tennessee. 
9 Ibid., 605, Oklahoma. 
10 AskVR@health.ok.gov, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, to Jill Nock, email, 16 Oct 2023, "Grady County death 

record;" author's files. Also, "Oklahoma State Vital Records Index," negative findings for Harrison Johnson, 
1898; database, OK2Explore (https://ok2explore.health.ok.gov/App/DeathSearch : accessed 17 Oct 2023). 

11 See Appendix A for a listing of all censuses in figure 1. 
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years old reported on the 1840 U.S. census. (The columns above the numbers show the birth 
date ranges for those represented as numbers below.) 

FRANCES JOHNSON 

Frances Johnson was not found in the 1830 census in Hickman County, Tennessee.12 The 
1810 census was lost for much of Tennessee, and specifically for Hickman County, so trying 
to locate Frances Johnson or her husband is not possible.13 An 1810 census substitute based 
on tax records, wills, probate, court and other records yielded no further information for 
Frances Johnson.14 

URIAH JOHNSON 

Uriah Johnson will be covered in a section below with the correlation of the 1820 and 1830 
censuses and his proposed list of children. 

BECKEY JOHNSON 

There is some conflict as to Beckey Johnson’s first name. One online tree states that the 
1830 census may be in error for her name as the ages of “Beckey’s” three sons line up with 
the known sons of Margaret “Peggy” Johnson, widow of John Johnson.15 Their three sons 
were Hiram (1810–1844), David (1812–1855), and Jackson (1813–1883).16 Given the ages of 
these sons, it is extremely unlikely that “Beckey” Johnson on the 1830 census, if the same 
person as Margaret as alleged, was the mother of Harrison Johnson born circa 1813. 

Beckey/Becky is a common nickname for Rebecca which would not be confused for 
Margaret or Peggy. The nicknames Peggy and Beckey do have similar sounds. The name 
on the 1830 census could be enumerator error. On the other hand, if the 1830 resident was 
indeed a Beckey Johnson with three young males in her house, she cannot be eliminated as 
a possible mother for Harrison Johnson. More research needs to be done on Beckey 
Johnson to try to find her husband’s name or that of her probable sons listed on the 1830 
census. 

 

                                                 

12 1830 U.S. census, Tennessee, population schedule, negative results for Frances Johnson; image, 
Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 8 Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilm M19, roll 72. [Search parameters 
included all variations possible for Frances and Johnson; specific to Tennessee only.] 

13 Walter Fuller, President, The Handybook for Genealogists, United States of America, 11th Edition (Logan, 
Utah: Everton Publishers, 2006), 698, Tennessee, Census Records. 

14 Charles A. Sherrill, The Reconstructed 1810 Census of Tennessee: 33,000 Long-Lost Records from Tax Lists, 
Court Minutes, Church Records, Wills, Deeds and Other Sources (Mount Juliet, Tennessee: C.A. Sherrill, 2001), 
278–283. 

15 “Public Member Trees,” database, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 17 Oct 2023), “Raffety Family 
Tree” family tree by raffety_srh, profile for Margaret Peggy MNU Johnson (1793–1850); [Tree is well-sourced 
for life events but no marriage to proposed husband, cites a probate record to prove son David]. 

16 Ibid. 
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Figure 1. 1820 to 1840 Comparisons for Possible Parents. [See Appendix A for citations.] 
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Migration to Benton County, Missouri 

Harrison Johnson moved from his birth state of Tennessee to Benton County, Missouri, by 
1840.17 Billington Johnson also moved from his birth state of Tennessee to Pettis County, 
Missouri, by 1834 when he married Nancy Salley.18 By 1860. Mary Ann (Johnson) and her 
husband, William Berryman, also had moved from Tennessee to Benton County, Missouri.19 
It is possible that this was a common migration pattern among family. 

FAN Club 

The FAN Club research strategy encompasses researching the Family, Associates, and 
Neighbors of an individual.20 Family and friends often migrated to new areas together, and 
by learning about the neighbors and friends, a person with a common name becomes more 
identifiable. Female neighbors often turn out to be married daughters or sisters. Thus, a 
family unit can be pieced together through different records. 

In 1840, five Johnson families lived in Benton County, Missouri. Harrison Johnson and 
Billington Johnson lived in Alexander Township.21 Table 1 shows the three other families. 

Table 1. 1840 U.S. Census Benton County, Missouri. 

Name Township Age 
Range 

Comment 

Westly Johnson a Cole 40–49 Born between 1791 & 1800. Could only be Harrison’s 
father if he was born close to 1791; he would have 
been about 22 years old in 1813. 

Lewis Johnson b Cole 40–49 Born between 1791 & 1800. Could only be Harrison’s 
father if he was born close to 1791; he would have 
been about 22 years old in 1813. 

Abraham Johnson c Manque 50–59 
OR 

40–49 

Born between 1781 & 1790. 
OR 
Born between 1791 & 1800. 

Sources: 

                                                 

17 1840 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Alexander, p. 64 (stamped), line 29, 
Harrison Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 12 May 2019); citing NARA 
microfilm M704, roll 220. (Document 13) 

18 Pettis County, Missouri, marriage records, Johnson-Sally, 14 Mar 1834; "Missouri, U.S., Marriage 
Records, 1805-2002," image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 13 Sep 2023); citing Missouri State 
Archives, Jefferson City. (Document 12) 

19 1860 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Township 39 Range 21, p. 54 (penned), 
dwelling 262, family 260, William Berryman household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 1 Oct 
2023); citing NARA microfilm M653, roll 607. 

20 Elizabeth Shown Mills, “Quicksheet* The Historical Biographer’s Guide to Cluster Research (the FAN 
Principle),” a supplement to Evidence Explained: Citing History Sources from Artifacts to Cyberspace, rev. ed. 
(Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing, 2009), 2012. 

21 1840 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Alexander, p. 64 (stamped), line 29, 
Harrison Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 12 May 2019); citing NARA 
microfilm M704, roll 220. (Document 13) Also, ibid., line 29, Billington Johnson. (Document 13) 
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a. 1840 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Cole Township, p. 53 (stamped), line 10, 
Westly Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 5 Oct 2023); citing NARA 
microfilm M704, roll 220. 
b. Ibid., line 12, Lewis Johnson household. 
c. Ibid., Manque Township, p. 55 (stamped), line 28, Abraham Johnson. 

While Westly (also shown as Westley and Wesley) Johnson and Lewis Johnson may have 
been old enough to father a child in 1813, they would have had to been born close to 1791 to 
have done so. There were two older adult men in Abraham Johnson’s household. It is 
unknown which one was Abraham listed as the head of household. If Abraham was the man 
aged 50– to 59 years old, he was born between 1781 and 1790 and was definitely old enough 
to have fathered a child in 1813. However, if Abraham was the 40- to 49-year-old male, he 
would have had to have been born close to 1791, just like Westly and Lewis. 

Eliminating Benton County Possibilities 

Westly Johnson, Lewis Johnson, and Abraham Johnson, shown in table 1, could have 
fathered a child in 1813 depending on their age at the time and where they lived. Each will be 
further discussed below. 

WESTLEY JOHNSON 

In 1850, Westley Johnson lived in Fristoe Township with his purported wife and children.22 In 
1860, he lived within the designation of “Township 40 Range 21.”23 Both census records show 
that Westley was born in Pennsylvania. While there is a conflict between the two census 
records for Westley Johnson’s age, and therefore his year of birth, both are consistent in 
showing that Westley was born in Pennsylvania. The birthplace for the two eldest purported 
children, B.P. and A.M. [Ann] in 1834 and 1836, respectively, was Pennsylvania. Elizabeth, 
Westley’s inferred wife, was about twenty years younger than Westley which means she 
was probably his second wife. 

Table 2. Comparison of 1850 & 1860 Censuses for Westley Johnson. 

Name Sex 
1850 census a 1860 census b 

Age 
[Birth Year] 

Birthplace 
Age 

[Birth Year] 
Birthplace 

Westley Johnson M 57 [c1793] Pennsylvania 64 [c1796] Pennsylvania 
Elizabeth F 37 [c1813] “  
B.P. M 16 [c1834] “ 
A.M. [Ann] F 14 [c1836] “ 23 [c1837] Pennsylvania 
A.E. F 9 [c1841] Missouri  
S.W. [Sylvester] M 7 [c1843] “ 17 [c1843] Missouri 

                                                 

22 1850 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Fristo Township, p. 281B (penned), 
dwelling 122, family 122, Westley Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 10 Oct 
2023); citing NARA microfilm M432, roll 392. 

23 1860 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Township 40 Range 21, p. 58 (penned), 
dwelling 283, family 281, Westley Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 10 Oct 
2023); citing NARA microfilm M653, roll 607. 
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Geo. W. M 3 [c1847] “ 13 [c1847] “ 
H.T. [Harden] M 1 [c1849] “ 11 [c1849] “ 
Martha F  9 [c1851] “ 
Sources: 
[Names in brackets are from the 1860 census.] 

a. 1850 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Fristo Township, p. 281B (penned), 
dwelling 122, family 122, Westley Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 
10 Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilm M432, roll 392. 
b. 1860 U.S. census, Benton County, 
c.  Missouri, population schedule, Township 40 Range 21, p. 58 (penned), dwelling 283, family 281, 
Westley Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 10 Oct 2023); citing NARA 
microfilm M653, roll 607. 

Unfortunately, Westley died before 28 April 1863, when his estate was probated, so no other 
censuses show where or when he was born.24 The estate of “Wesley” Johnson was probated 
on 21 April 1863, by Benjamin P. Johnson. Usually, an older son or other family member 
acted as the administrator, so it is likely that Benjamin P. Johnson, who probated Wesley’s 
estate, was the same “B.P.” listed as age sixteen on the 1850 census in table 2. 

Since Westley Johnson was born in Pennsylvania and lived there at least until 1836, it is 
extremely unlikely that he was the father of Harrison Johnson since he would have had to 
move to Tennessee by age twenty (age per 1850 census) or sixteen (age per the 1860 
census), father Harrison in 1813, and then move back to Pennsylvania to marry Elizabeth 
and start another family. 

LEWIS JOHNSON 

By 1850, Lewis Johnson had moved from Benton County to Nodaway County, Missouri.25 
This census shows that Lewis was born in about 1795 in Tennessee. Figure 2 compares the 
1830 to 1850 censuses for Lewis Johnson.26 (Columns with no data were hidden to aid in 
viewing.)  

                                                 

24 Benton County, Missouri, Bonds, Vol A-C, 1839-1908, vol. B:3, Wesley Johnson, 28 Apr1863; "Missouri, 
U.S., Wills and Probate Records, 1766-1988," browsable images, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 8 Oct 
2023). 

25 1850 U.S. census, Nodaway County, Missouri, population schedule, District No. 64, p. 6 (penned), 
dwelling 44, family 45, Lewis Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 10 Oct 
2023); citing NARA microfilm M432, roll 408. 

26 1830 U.S. census, Saline County, Missouri, population schedule, Blackwater Township, p. 242 (penned), 
line 14, Lewis Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 5 Oct 2023); citing NARA 
microfilm M19, roll 73. Also, 1840 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Cole Township, 
p. 53 (stamped), line 12, Lewis Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 5 Oct 
2023); citing NARA microfilm M704, roll 220. Also, 1850 U.S. census, Nodaway County, Missouri, population 
schedule, District No. 64, p. 6 (penned), dwelling 44, family 45, Lewis Johnson household; image, Ancestry 
(http://ancestry.com : accessed 10 Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilm M432, roll 408. 
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Given that Lewis would have been seventeen or eighteen years old when Harrison was born 
in about 1813, it is unlikely, but not impossible, that he was Harrison’s father. There was no 
male aged “<20” (see yellow highlighted box) in Lewis’s household in 1830 when Harrison 
would have been about seventeen years old. Harrison may have been working or living 
elsewhere, so Lewis cannot be ruled out as his father based on the census records. While 
both men lived in Benton County, Missouri, in 1850, Lewis was in Cole Township, while 
Harrison was in Fristo[e] Township.27 No other records found in this phase showed any 
interaction between Lewis Johnson and Harrison Johnson, so it is unlikely that Lewis 
Johnson was the father of Harrison Johnson. 

ABRAHAM JOHNSON 

A search for Abraham Johnson in the 1830 Benton County, Missouri, census proved 
negative.28 A search for any Abraham Johnson in Missouri in 1830 yielded a 30- to 39-year-
old man in Crawford County.29 The only discrepancy between the 1830 and 1840 censuses 
for Abraham Johnson is the age of the male in the “<5” category in 1830, and the male in 
the “<20” category in 1840.30 Figure 3 shows the possibility that this could be the same 
Abraham if he was the 40- to 49-year-old man in 1840. (Again, columns with no data were 

                                                 

27 1840 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Cole Township, p. 53 (stamped), line 
12, Lewis Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 5 Oct 2023); citing NARA 
microfilm M704, roll 220. Also, 1850 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Fristo 
Township, p. 568–569 (penned), dwelling 180, family 180, Harrison Johnson household; image, Ancestry 
(http://ancestry.com : accessed 12 May 2019); citing National Archives & Records Administration (NARA) 
microfilm M432, roll 392. (Document 1, 1b) 

28 1830 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, negative results for Abraham 
Johnson; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 8 Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilm M19, roll 72. 
[Search parameters included all variations possible for Abraham and Johnson; specific to Missouri only.] 

29 1830 U.S. census, Crawford County, Missouri, population schedule, Crawford, p. 170 (penned), line 13, 
Abraham Johnston household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 8 Oct 2023); citing NARA 
microfilm M19, roll 72. 

30 1840 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Manque Township, p. 55 (stamped), 
line 28, Abraham Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 5 Oct 2023); citing 
NARA microfilm M704, roll 220. 

Figure 2. 1830 to 1850 Census Comparisons for Lewis Johnson. 
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hidden to aid in viewing.) This comparison shows that in 1830 Abraham did not have a male 
in the “<20” category that would represent Harrison Johnson who was born circa 1813. 

Abraham Johnson was not located in the 1850 census in Benton County, Missouri.31 Of the 
five Abraham Johnsons living in other Missouri counties, none were born before 1800, so 
either the Abraham of the 1830 and 1840 censuses died before 1850 or else he moved 
elsewhere.32 However, if Abraham Johnson died between 1840 and 1850 in Benton County, 
he left no will or probate record.33 One “Abram” Johnson lived in New Madrid County, 
Missouri, with his purported family.34 Abram was age 53 (born circa 1797), born in Kentucky, 
so is unlikely to have fathered Harrison in 1813 at age sixteen. 

Uriah Johnson/Johnston 

The following research examines census and other records revealing interaction among 
several of the proposed children of Uriah Johnson and Jane Carrell, lending weight to the 
information in Our Pioneer Heritage. 

Uriah Johnston, with Joel Johnston as his bondsman, paid a marriage bond on 28 October 
1794 in Johnston County, North Carolina; Jane Carrell was his future bride.35 In Our Pioneer 
Heritage, the children of Uriah Johnson and Jane Carrell are shown as Tilmon (1804–1898); 
Minerva Jane (married Lancaster); Abington, Billington, Edgington, Herrington, Woolington, 

                                                 

31 1850 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, negative results for Abraham 
Johnson; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 8 Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilm M432, roll 392. 

32 1850 U.S. census, Missouri, population schedule, negative results for Abraham Johnson born 1800 or 
earlier; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 8 Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilm M432, roll 392. 

33 Benton County, Missouri, Record of Wills, Vol A, 1839-1869, vol. A, "J" index, negative results for 
Abraham Johnson; "Missouri, U.S., Wills and Probate Records, 1766-1988," browsable images, Ancestry 
(http://ancestry.com : accessed 8 Oct 2023). Also, Benton County, Missouri, Bonds, Vol A-C, 1839-1908, vol. A 
& B, "J" indexes, negative results for Abraham Johnson; "Missouri, U.S., Wills and Probate Records, 1766-
1988," browsable images, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 8 Oct 2023). 

34 1850 U.S. census, New Madrid County, Missouri, population schedule, District No. 62, p. 304B & 305 
(stamped), dwelling 505, family 506, Abram Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : 
accessed 8 Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilm M432, roll 408. 

35 Johnston County, North Carolina, marriage bonds, Johnson-Carrell, 28 Oct 1794; image, "Marriage 
bonds, v. F-K 1768-1868," FamilySearch (http://familysearch.org : accessed 11 May 2019); citing FSL microfilm 
4,364,133, image 763. [Note: This collection is alphabetized by last name for volume, then semi-alphabetized 
within the volume.] 

Figure 3. 1830 and 1840 Census Comparison for Abraham Johnson. 
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Claudia, and Mary Ann.36 It was also noted that: “The last seven named are family tradition.” 
Since tradition can be wrong, it is posited that “Herrington” was Harrison. The Johnson 
section of this book is not sourced, and the information regarding Uriah’s father being John 
Johnson has been proven to be incorrect by Y-DNA tests.37  

Correlation of Census Records for Uriah Johnson 

Figure 4 shows the household of Uriah Johnson in Hickman County, Tennessee, in 1820 and 
1830.38 (Columns with no data were hidden to aid in viewing.) Each of these censuses will be 
discussed in detail concerning Uriah and Jane’s children as listed in Our Pioneer Heritage. 
The column headed “1811–1815” has been highlighted in yellow as a reminder for Harrison 
Johnson’s probable birth circa 1813. Note that the female in the "45+" column in 1820 was 
born no later than 1775, the female in the "<50" column in 1830 was born no earlier than 1781. 
It is likely that these are two different females, and that Uriah's wife Jane died after 1820 
and he remarried before 1830. 

The age ranges of the 1820 census can be refined to a narrower range by 1830 which better 
helps to identify birth years. Uriah, in the age group “45+” in 1820 was in the “<60” column in 
1830. This comparison image shows an overlap of years before 1730 to 1780, however, Uriah 
was born before 1775 according to the 1820 census, so his birth year can be narrowed down 
to 1771–1775. Unfortunately, it appears that Jane died before the 1830 census so her birth 
year range could not be narrowed down. Jane’s latest birth year of 1775 was used as an 
estimated age for her. There was a male of the right age range in this household to have 
been Harrison Johnson who was born circa 1813. 

                                                 

36 Pauline McDonald, Our Pioneer Heritage (Dallas, Texas: Johnston Printing Co., 1961), 26. (Document 2) 
37 Mark Valsame, North Carolina [E-ADDRESS FOR PRIVATE USE], to Jill Nock, email, 2 Nov 2023, 1:47pm, "Uriah 

Johnson research;" privately held by Nock, [(E-ADDRESS) & STREET ADDRESS FOR PRIVATE USE], Culdesac, Idaho. Mark 
Valsame was a co-administrator of the Johnston Y-DNA project at FamilyTreeDNA from 2011 to 2016. 

38 1820 U.S. census, Hickman County, Tennessee, population schedule, p. 185 (penned), line 6, Uriah 
Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 12 May 2019); citing NARA microfilm 
M33, roll 122. (Document 15) Also, 1830 U.S. census, Hickman County, Tennessee, population schedule, p. 257 
(penned), line 21, Uriah Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 12 May 2019); 
citing NARA microfilm M19, roll 176. (Document 16) These images are from the “90–60 Census Workbook,” 
created by Donna Cox Baker, GenoHistory.com. Images of the workbook are not subject to copyright, per the 
creator. To preserve space, census age ranges are represented with ‘+’ for ‘over’ and ‘<’ for ‘under.’ Thus if the 
actual census has “Of 16 and under 18,” this workbook shows “<19,” likewise, age ranges of 20–29 are “<30,” 
30–39 are “<40,” etc. 
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The 1820 census was different from previous censuses in that it had a special column, noted 
as “<19” in figure 1. This was because having just gone through the War of 1812 with England, 
the United States Government wanted to assess its fighting force should the United States 
be drawn into another war.39 The actual census asked for males “16–18” to be enumerated in 
the special column.40 Therefore, if a male was age 16, 17, or 18, he was counted in the 16–18 
column, and the 16–25 column; however if he was 19 or older, he would have been 
enumerated only in the 16–25 category. If there were two males in the household, and one 
was 16 and the other 20, there would be a ‘1’ in the 16–18 column, and ‘2’ in the 16–25 column. 

Unfortunately, poor enumerator training in 1820 led to inaccuracies in that census.41 This 
could involve misidentifying the age range in which people should have been listed. The 
official 1820 census date was 7 August 1820.42 

The enumerator in Hickman County, Tennessee, may have been one of those who was 
poorly trained and did not know the official census date. He may have thought that the 
census day began with the calendar year, that is, on 1 January 1820. This would account for 
the following possible inaccuracies. 

                                                 

39 William Dollarhide, The Census Book (n.p.), Section 1, p. 9; digital images, HeritageQuest Online 
(https://heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/help/censusbook/Section%201.pdf : accessed 5 Nov 2023). 

40 Ibid. 
41 "1820 Overview," Enumeration, Census.gov (https://census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades 

/overview/1820.html : accessed 5 Nov 2023); [Printable PDF available through page]. 
42 William Dollarhide, The Census Book (n.p.), Section 1, p. 5; digital images, HeritageQuest Online 

(https://heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/help/censusbook/Section%201.pdf : accessed 5 Nov 2023). 

Figure 4. 1820 and 1830 census comparison for Uriah Johnson 
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Figure 5 show the males in Uriah Johnson’s household in 1820. Abington, born on 8 March 
1801, would have been nineteen years old in 1820 and should have been enumerated only in 
the “<26” column.43 However, one male was enumerated in the “<26” column and also in the 
“<19” category, which was for reporting males in the 16–18 age group. 

Since Tilmon’s birthday was 2 April 1804, he would have been sixteen years old on the actual 
census date of 7 August 1820.44 However, he fits into the 1805–1810 age range if an 
enumerator-error January 1 “census date” was used. Alternatively, Abington may have been 
correctly listed in the “<26” column, and Tilmon in the “<19” column, with Edgington, 
Woolington, or another unnamed son in the “<16” spot above Billington. There is a six-year 
age gap between Billington and Tilmon. If there was another unnamed son, then Our 
Pioneer Heritage missed him. 

                                                 

43 Find A Grave, database with images (http://findagrave.com : accessed 11 Sep 2023), memorial 134643915, 
Abington Johnson (1797–1897), Sunset Hill Cemetery, Warrensburg, Johnson County, Missouri; gravestone 
photograph by Jay Raveill. 

44 Find A Grave, database with images (http://findagrave.com : accessed 13 Sep 2023), memorial 65499389, 
Tilmon Johnson (1804–1888), Old Beech Springs Baptist Church Cemetery, Gleason, Weakley County, 
Tennessee; gravestone photograph by April Lieberman. 

Figure 5. 1820 Census Breakdown Showing Males in Uriah Johnson’s household. 
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Billington fits into the 1805–1810 column since he was born circa 1810.45 Harrison fits in the 
1811–1820 column since he was born circa 1813.46 Edington and Woolington, listed in Our 
Pioneer Heritage, or another unnamed son may be the two other males in the 1811–1820 age 
range. 

Figure 6 shows the females in Uriah Johnson’s household in 1820. The elder female is most 
likely Uriah’s wife, Jane. Our Pioneer Heritage did not list any birthdates for Claudia, Mary 
Ann, or “Minerva” who married “Lancaster.”47 Mary Ann Johnson was born on 2 October 1818, 
and fits one of the two females in the “<10” column.48 Manerva J. Lancaster was born on 
23 March 1820, and fits one of the two females in the “<10” column.49 With Mary Ann and 
Manerva identified as the two youngest females (according to Our Pioneer Heritage), that 
leaves a possibility that the female in the “<26” column was Claudia. 

                                                 

45 1860 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Township 39 Range 21, p. 49, dwelling 
233, family 231, Bilington [sic] Johnson household & dwelling 236, family 234, Dandridge Salley household; 
image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 12 May 2019); citing NARA microfilm M653, roll 607.  
(Document 3) 

46 1850 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Fristo Township, p. 568–569 (penned), 
dwelling 180, family 180, Harrison Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 
12 May 2019); citing National Archives & Records Administration (NARA) microfilm M432, roll 392. 
(Document 1, 1b) 

47 Pauline McDonald, Our Pioneer Heritage (Dallas, Texas: Johnston Printing Co., 1961), 26. (Document 2) 
48 Find A Grave, database with images (http://findagrave.com : accessed 1 Oct 2023), memorial 95597164, 

Mary Ann Johnson Berryman (1818–1898), Johnson Cemetery, Warsaw, Benton County, Missouri; 
gravestone photograph by Wally B. 

49 Find A Grave, database with images (http://findagrave.com : accessed 1 Oct 2023), memorial 22848219, 
Manerva J. Johnson Lancaster (1820–1863), Mount Moriah Cemetery, Weakley County, Tennessee; 
gravestone photograph by Missy. 

Figure 6. 1820 Census Breakdown Showing Females in Uriah Johnson’s household. 
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Proposed Children of Uriah Johnson and Jane Carrell 

Abington Johnson was born circa 1797 and died in 1897 according to the dates listed on his 
headstone.50 It is probable that the headstone was created some years after Abington’s 
death because a newspaper article dated 6 May 1896 shows “Abington Johnson, who was 
100 years of age and the oldest man in Warrensburg, Mo., perhaps in Johnson county, died 
yesterday” which means that Abington died on 5 May 1896.51  

Another account of Abington’s death dated 15 May 1896, stated that he was in his 97th year 
which means he was born in about 1799.52 Perhaps a more accurate newspaper article, one 
recorded while Abington was still living, and with an age likely supplied by Abington himself, 
states that he was 91 years old in 1892, which puts his birth year in about 1801.53 

In 1899, Abington’s son, William K. Johnson wrote a letter to his own son, A.R. Johnson.54  

Princeton, Mo 
March 16, 1899 
Dear Son A. R. Johnson . . . 
 
Your Grandpa Abington Johnson was born near Ralla [Raleigh], N. C. 
March 8, 1801. Your Grandma Johnson (Margaret Lockard) was born 
Nov 11, 1804 at Zanesville, O[hio]. Her father William Lockard was born in 
“Ireland” his wife Mary Doll was born in Germany. 

Great Grandfather Uriah Johnson was a native of N.C. his wife Jane Carr 
[sic] of Maryland . . .  

Since William was born in 1823, he would have been seven years old in 1830, the last known 
year that Uriah was alive.55 William probably had memories of his grandfather and 
remembered Uriah’s name. This makes the information in the letter fairly reliable and is 
good proof that Abington was the son of Uriah and Jane (Carrell) Johnson. 

                                                 

50 Find A Grave, database with images (http://findagrave.com : accessed 11 Sep 2023), memorial 134643915, 
Abington Johnson (1797–1897), Sunset Hill Cemetery, Warrensburg, Johnson County, Missouri; gravestone 
photograph by Jay Raveill. 

51 "News Notes," (Abington Johnson)," The Kansas City (Missouri) Star, 6 May 1896, p. 10, col. 1; digital 
image, Newspapers.com (http://newspapers.com : accessed 21 Aug 2023). 

52 "Death of an Aged Man (Abington Johnson)," The Standard-Herald (Warrensburg, Missouri), 15 May 1896, 
p. 3, col. 4; digital image, Newspapers.com (http://newspapers.com : accessed 21 Aug 2023). 

53 Untitled (Abington Johnson), The Windsor (Missouri) Review, 29 Sep 1892, p. 1, col. 2; digital image, 
Newspapers.com (http://newspapers.com : accessed 21 Aug 2023). 

54 "Family Tree," memories page for Uriah Johnson, 1770–1840, G68J-6L4, FamilySearch 
(http://familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/G68J-6L4 : accessed 13 Aug 2023). [See “Letter From W. K. 
Johnson to Son A. R. Johnson with Family History,” contributed by Anita1973, [E-ADDRESS FOR PRIVATE USE], 
4 Feb 2022. [Key relationships appear in bold here but not in the original.] (Document 14) 

55 "End to Long Life (William K. Johnson)," Princeton (Missouri) Telegraph, 30 Mar 1910, p. 1, col. 6; digital 
image, Newspapers.com (http://newspapers.com : accessed 5 Nov 2023). (Document 4) 
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Tilmon Johnson’s headstone shows a full date of birth as 2 April 1804; he died on 
12 November 1888, and was buried in the Old Beech Springs Baptist Church Cemetery, in 
Weakley County, Tennessee.56 The headstone partially confirms the information in Our 
Pioneer Heritage for Tilmon’s birth but differs by ten years on his death. The headstone 
looks to have “1888” while Our Pioneer Heritage has 1898. This could be from a misreading 
of the headstone or a clerical error in the manuscript. 

Edgington Johnson and Woolington Johnson – no further information could be located on 
either of these named individuals.57 They may have died young, or their names may have 
been shortened or a nickname used which makes it difficult to accurately search for them. 

Herrington Johnson – one Herrington Johnson lived in Wapello County, Iowa, in 1850.58 This 
Herrington was born about 1812 in North Carolina. Since Uriah Johnson was in Maury 
County, Tennessee, in 1812, it is highly unlikely that he was the father of this Herrington 
Johnson.59 No other Herrington or Harrington Johnson’s were found that were of the right 
age to be the son of Uriah Johnson and Jane Carrell.60 The theory that the Herrington 
Johnson named in Our Pioneer Heritage was probably Harrison Johnson, is still valid. 

Billington Johnson was born circa 1810 given his reported age of “40” in 1850, and “50” in 
1860.61 In 1840, Harrison Johnson lived next door to a “Billing” Johnson who was in the same 
age range as Harrison, that is 20- to 29-years-old.62 Billington Johnson married Nancy 

                                                 

56 Find A Grave, database with images (http://findagrave.com : accessed 13 Sep 2023), memorial 65499389, 
Tilmon Johnson (1804–1888), Old Beech Springs Baptist Church Cemetery, Gleason, Weakley County, 
Tennessee; gravestone photograph by April Lieberman. 

57 Negative searches for "Edgington Johnson" and separately for “Woolington Johnson” in 
Newspapers.com (https://newspapers.com : accessed 17 Oct 2023). [All hits were for the surnames of 
Edgington or Woolington and Johnson, not as a forename and surname.] Also, 1830 to 1880 U.S. censuses for 
“Edgington Johnson” and separately for “Woolington Johnson” on Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 
17 Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilms for each decennial census. 

58 1850 U.S. census, Wapello County, Iowa, population schedule, District No. 13, p. 497 [verso], dwelling 
1376, family 1376, Herrington Johnston household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 17 Oct 
2023); citing NARA microfilm M432, roll 189. 

59 "Maury County (Uriah Johnson)," The Democratic Clarion & Tennessee Gazette (Nashville), 10 Jun 1812, 
p. 3, col. 2; digital image, Newspapers.com (http://newspapers.com : accessed 9 Jan 2022). 

60 Negative searches for "Herrington Johnson in Newspapers.com (https://newspapers.com : accessed 
17 Oct 2023). [All hits were for the surnames of Herrington, Harrington, or Johnson, not as a forename and 
surname.] Also, 1830 to 1880 U.S. censuses for “Herrington Johnson” on Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : 
accessed 17 Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilms for each decennial census. 

61 1850 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Fristo Township, p. 283 
[verso], dwelling 153, family 153, Billington Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : 
accessed 12 May 2019); citing NARA microfilm M432, roll 392. Also, 1860 U.S. census, Benton County, 
Missouri, population schedule, Township 39 Range 21, p. 49, dwelling 233, family 231, Bilington [sic] Johnson 
household & dwelling 236, family 234, Dandridge Salley household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : 
accessed 12 May 2019); citing NARA microfilm M653, roll 607. (Document 3) 

62 1840 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Alexander, p. 64 (stamped), line 29, 
Harrison Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 12 May 2019); citing NARA 
microfilm M704, roll 220. (Document 13) Also, ibid., line 28, Billing Johnson. (Document 13) 
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“Sally” on 14 March 1834 in Pettis County, Missouri.63 Nancy Lee Salley was the daughter of 
Abram Salley and a sister of Dandridge Salley: 

Abram Salley came to Missouri from Kentucky in 1830…His son, Dandridge, was 
born in Kentucky...Abram Salley's daughter, Nancy Lee, married Billington 
Johnson when she was just 15. When she was 17, they homesteaded what was 
later known as the old Johnson place. 64 

Harrison Johnson born circa 1813 as shown above. In 1850, Harrison Johnson lived next door 
to Dandridge Salley.65 On 12 January 1859, Harrison sold Dandridge forty acres for $80.66 In 
1860, Billington Johnson, Dandridge Salley, Harrison Johnson, and William & Mary Ann 
(Johnson) Berryman all lived in Township 39 Range 21 in Benton County, Missouri.67 

Harrison Johnson named one of his sons Billington; he went by Bill or Billie.68 Since Billington 
is an unusual name, the fact that Harrison named his son Billington seems to imply a family 
relationship with the elder Billington Johnson. 

                                                 

63 Pettis County, Missouri, marriage records, Johnson-Sally, 14 Mar 1834; "Missouri, U.S., Marriage 
Records, 1805-2002," image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 13 Sep 2023); citing Missouri State 
Archives, Jefferson City. (Document 12) 

64 “Public Member Trees,” database, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 29 Sep 2023), “Fetterhoff, 
Westlake, Short, and Tankesley Family Trees” family tree by Anne Fetterhoff, profile for Abram S. Salley 
(father of Dandridge) (1797–1878); digital image posted 16 Sep 2022 by Anne Fetterhoff; Kathleen White 
Miles, The History of Benton County, Missouri, vol. 1 (Benton County, Missouri: White & Miles, 1969), 53c. 
(Document 11) 

65 1850 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Fristo Township, p. 568–569 (penned), 
dwelling 180, family 180, Harrison Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 
12 May 2019); citing National Archives & Records Administration (NARA) microfilm M432, roll 392. 
(Document 1, 1b) 

66 Benton County, Missouri, deeds, vol. H:331–332, Harrison & Hannah Johnson to Dandridge Sally, 12 
Jan 1859; "Deed records v. G-H 1856-1859," browsable images, FamilySearch (http://familysearch.org : 
accessed 14 Aug 2023); citing FSL microfilm 8,487,156, images 472–473. 

67 1860 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Township 39 Range 21, p. 49, dwelling 
233, family 231, Bilington [sic] Johnson household & dwelling 236, family 234, Dandridge Salley household; 
image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 12 May 2019); citing NARA microfilm M653, roll 607.  
(Document 3) Also, ibid., p. 55 (penned), dwelling 268, family 266, Harrison Johnson. (Document 9) Also, ibid., 
p. 54 (penned), dwelling 262, family 260, William Berryman; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 1 
Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilm M653, roll 607. (Document 5) 

68 1880 U.S. census, Brown County, Texas, population schedule, Justice Precinct #1, enumeration district 
(ED) 23, p. 14B (penned), dwelling 119, family 124, Harrison Johnson household; image, Ancestry 
(http://ancestry.com : accessed 12 May 2019); citing NARA microfilm T9, roll 1292. (Document 10) Also, 
"Funeral Rites (Billington Johnson)," The Lawton (Oklahoma) Constitution, 10 Oct 1961, p. 18, col. 3; digital 
image, Newspapers.com (http://newspapers.com : accessed 30 Oct 2023). (Document 6) 
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Claudia Johnson – no further information could be found.69 She either died before marrying, 
or did marry but the marriage record was lost in the 1865 Hickman County courthouse fire.70 

Mary Ann Johnson was born on 2 October 1818.71 She married William Berryman per two of 
their children’s death certificates.72 No marriage record was found in Hickman County, 
Tennessee, where Uriah Johnson was last known to have lived.73 It is likely that their 
marriage record was also destroyed in the 1865 Hickman County courthouse fire.  

In 1860, William and Mary Ann (Johnson) Berryman lived in the same township as Harrison 
Johnson, Billington Johnson, and Dandridge Salley.74 It was common practice for couples to 
name their children after family members. Often the first son was named after the paternal 
grandfather, and the second son was named after the maternal grandfather.75 William 
Berryman and Mary Ann Johnson named their first son, Claiborne Berryman.76 This younger 
Claiborne could have been a namesake. Claiborne Berryman lived next door to William and 
Mary Ann in 1850; he was old enough to be William’s father.77 William and Mary Ann’s 
second son was named Uriah Johnston Berryman.78 

                                                 

69 Tennessee, "U.S., Marriage Records, 1780-2002," negative search for Claudia Johnson; database with 
images, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 17 Oct 2023). 

70 Walter Fuller, President, The Handybook for Genealogists, United States of America, 11th Edition (Logan, 
Utah: Everton Publishers, 2006), p. 705, Tennessee, Hickman County. 

71 Find A Grave, database with images (http://findagrave.com : accessed 1 Oct 2023), memorial 95597164, 
Mary Ann Johnson Berryman (1818–1898), Johnson Cemetery, Warsaw, Benton County, Missouri; 
gravestone photograph by Wally B. 

72 For Amma: "Missouri, U.S., Death Certificates, 1910-1969," database with images, Ancestry 
(http://ancestry.com : accessed 1 Oct 2023), certificate image, no. 30866, Amma Blake, 1923; citing Missouri 
Secretary of State, Jefferson City. (Document 7) For William: "Missouri, U.S., Death Certificates, 1910-1969," 
database with images, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 1 Oct 2023), certificate image, no. 15154, 
William Columbus Berryman, 1942; citing Missouri Secretary of State, Jefferson City. (Document 8) 
Marriage records are lost for the years 1823 through 1860 inclusive. 

73 "Tennessee State Marriage Index, 1780-2002," negative findings for Berryman-Johnson; database, 
FamilySearch (http://familysearch.org : accessed 1 Feb 2024); citing Tennessee State Library and Archives, 
Nashville. 

74 1860 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Township 39 Range 21, p. 54 (penned), 
dwelling 262, family 260, William Berryman household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 1 Oct 
2023); citing NARA microfilm M653, roll 607. (Document 5) 

75 David A. Fryxell, "Naming Traditions Across Multiple Cultures," (reprint of Jan 2012 article); blog, 
Family Tree Magazine (https://familytreemagazine.com/names/naming-traditions/jan-2012-naming-
practices-feature/ : accessed 30 Oct 2023). 

76 1850 U.S. census, McNairy County, Tennessee, population schedule, 6th District, p. 15 [verso], dwelling 
196, family 196, William Berryman household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 1 Oct 2023); 
citing NARA microfilm M432, roll 888. 

77 1850 U.S. census, McNairy County, Tennessee, population schedule, 6th District, p. 15b verso, dwelling 
197, family 197, Claiborn Berryman household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 1 Oct 2023); 
citing NARA microfilm M432, roll 888. 

78 1850 U.S. census, McNairy County, Tennessee, population schedule, 6th District, p. 15b verso, dwelling 
199, family 196, William Berryman. Also, 1860 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, 
Township 39 Range 21, p. 54 (penned), dwelling 262, family 260, William Berryman household; image, 
Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 1 Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilm M653, roll 607. (Document 5) 
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Following the hypothesis that the information in Our Pioneer Heritage is somewhat 
accurate, then the naming pattern for William and Mary Ann (Johnson) Berryman’s second 
son implies that her father was Uriah Johnston. While Mary Ann is buried in the Johnson 
Cemetery in Benton County, Missouri, no death certificate was located for her that may 
have named her parents.79 

Manerva J. Johnson, shown as “Minerva” Jane (Johnson) Lancaster in Our Pioneer History, 
was born on 23 March 1820.80 She married Elijah H. Lancaster circa 1839–1840 based on the 
age of their eldest purported daughter, Lydia Jane, in the 1850 census.81 Manerva died on 
7 April 1863 and is buried in Weakley County, Tennessee.82 Her middle name of ‘Jane’ 
probably was in honor of her alleged mother, Jane Carrell. Harrison Johnson named one of 
his daughters, Manerva, and two of his daughters carried the middle name of Jane: Sarah 
Jane and Martha Jane.83 

This accounts for all of the children of Uriah Johnson and Jane Carrell listed in Our Pioneer 
History. No will or probate records could be located for Uriah Johnson in Hickman County, 
Tennessee.84 No Hickman County deed was found that registered a sale of property 
between the years 1808 and 1850 for Uriah Johnson or any of his proposed children.85 

                                                 

79 Find A Grave, database with images (http://findagrave.com : accessed 1 Oct 2023), memorial 95597164, 
Mary Ann Johnson Berryman (1818–1898), Johnson Cemetery, Warsaw, Benton County, Missouri; 
gravestone photograph by Wally B. Also, "Missouri Birth & Death Records Database, Pre-1910," negative 
findings for Mary Berryman, 1898; database, Missouri Digital Heritage 
(https://s1.sos.mo.gov/records/archives/archivesdb/BirthDeath/Results.aspx : accessed 17 Oct 2023). 

80 Find A Grave, database with images (http://findagrave.com : accessed 1 Oct 2023), memorial 22848219, 
Manerva J. Johnson Lancaster (1820–1863), Mount Moriah Cemetery, Weakley County, Tennessee; 
gravestone photograph by Missy. 

81 1850 U.S. census, Graves County, Kentucky, population schedule, District No. 1, p. 465 (stamped), p. 929 
(penned), dwelling 591, family 591, E.H. Landcaster household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : 
accessed 1 Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilm M432, roll 201. For relationship: Massac County, Illinois, wills 
and probate records, vol. A:245-246, Elijah H. Lancaster, 24 Jan 1883; "Illinois, U.S., Wills and Probate 
Records, 1772-1999," database with images, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 15 Mar 2024). 

82 Find A Grave, database with images (http://findagrave.com : accessed 1 Oct 2023), memorial 22848219, 
Manerva J. Johnson Lancaster (1820-1863), Mount Moriah Cemetery, Weakley County, Tennessee; 
gravestone photograph by Missy. 

83 For Manerva: 1850 U.S. census, Benton County Missouri, population schedule, Union Township, p. 286 
(stamped), p. 569 (penned), dwelling 180, family 180, continuation of Harrison Johnson household; image, 
Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 12 May 2019); citing NARA microfilm M432, roll 392. For Sarah Jane: 
Washington State, Board of Health, death certificate no. 39, Sarah Jane Bishop, 3 Mar 1929; Bureau of Vital 
Statistics, Olympia. For Martha Jane: "Kansas, U.S., Vital Record Abstracts, 1854-2009," entry for Martha 
Jane Johnson-Holloway, 27 Feb 1925; database with images, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 15 Mar 
2024); citing "Birth, Marriage, Funeral, and Church Addition Records - Thayer (1827-1943)," Kansas Historical 
Society, Topeka. 

84 Hickman County, Tennessee, was established on 3 Dec 1807 from part of Dickson County, however, 
wills start in 1866; probate in 1846, probably too late for Uriah Johnson’s purported death between 1830 and 
1840. 

85 Negative findings for Uriah Johnson in the following: Hickman County, Tennessee, "Deeds, v. G 1808-
1835" [includes vol. A-G], FamilySearch (http://familysearch.org : accessed 13 Aug 2023); citing FSL microfilm 
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A DNA study of the descendants of the proposed children of Uriah Johnson and Jane 
Carrell as listed in Our Pioneer Heritage could possibly confirm or disprove Uriah and Jane 
as Harrison’s parents. 

Conclusion 

The parents of Harrison Johnson who was born circa 1813 in Tennessee, and died on 8 May 
1898, probably in Minco, Grady County, Indian Territory (now Oklahoma) could not be 
definitively proven due to a lack of direct evidence. The most likely candidates for 
Harrison’s parents are Uriah Johnson and Jane Carrell; Frances Johnson; or Beckey 
Johnson. Time ran out before Frances or Beckey could be fully researched, however, 
preliminary information for Uriah Johnson and Jane Carrell shows them as the more likely 
parents. 

A 1794 marriage bond unites Uriah Johnson and Jane Carrell well ahead of the births of the 
proposed children listed in Our Pioneer Heritage. Using this unsourced family book as a 
clue, the names and apparent ages of the purported children: Abington, Tilmon, Billington, 
Harrison, Mary Ann, and Manerva Jane seem to align with the 1820 and 1830 households for 
Uriah Johnson. The only direct evidence of Uriah and Jane to Abington Johnson was an 
1899 letter written by Abington Johnson’s son, William K. Johnson to his son A.R. Johnson. In 
this letter, William states that he was a son of Abington Johnson who was the son of Uriah 
Johnson and Jane Carrell. 

Billington Johnson and Harrison Johnson lived in the same townships in the 1840, 1850, and 
1860 censuses. Proposed sister, Mary Ann (Johnson) Berryman, moved from McNairy 
County, Tennessee, to Township 39 Range 21, Benton, Missouri, by 1860 where Billington and 
Harrison also lived. Mary Ann named her son Uriah Johnston Berryman. Harrison Johnson 
named a son Billington. This indirect evidence supports the likelihood that Uriah Johnson 
and Jane Carrell were the parents of Harrison Johnson. DNA analysis could confirm or 
disprove the indirect evidence. 

Suggestions for Future Research 

 Use autosomal DNA and Y-DNA to confirm or disprove the hypothesis that Uriah 
Johnson was the biological father of Harrison Johnson. 

 Use autosomal DNA to confirm or disprove the hypothesis that Jane Carrell was the 
biological mother of Harrison Johnson. 

 Research Beckey Johnson in Hickman County, Tennessee, to try to identify her 
husband’s name and/or her probable son’s names. Marriage records were lost from 
1807 to 1868 which will hamper locating Beckey’s maiden name. 

 Search the 1840 census for Beckey Johnson or other Johnson males in the same 
neighborhood; use the FAN principle based on the 1830 neighbors. 

 If Beckey not found in 1840, search probate records: Tennessee Wills and Probate 
Records 1779-2008. 

                                                 

7,903,481, images 141–143, 450. Also, ibid., "Deeds, v. K-M 1839-1850"; citing FSL microfilm 8,151,392, images 
9, 282, 572. 

http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=9176
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=9176
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 Search the 1820 census for a male Johnson with a female of Beckey’s age; use the 
FAN principle based on 1830 neighbors. Start with Frances Johnson who was in 1820 
census but not 1830 census. 
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Appendix A – Citations for figure 4 

a. 1840 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, population schedule, Alexander, p. 64 
(stamped), line 29, Harrison Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com 
: accessed 12 May 2019); citing NARA microfilm M704, roll 220. (Document 13) 

b. 1820 U.S. census, Hickman County, Tennessee, population schedule, p. 173 (penned), 
line 29, Frances Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 
5 Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilm M33, roll 122. Also, 1830 U.S. census, Tennessee, 
population schedule, negative results for Frances Johnson; image, Ancestry 
(http://ancestry.com : accessed 8 Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilm M19, roll 72. 
[Search parameters included all variations possible for Frances and Johnson; 
specific to Tennessee only.] 

c. 1820 U.S. census, Hickman County, Tennessee, population schedule, p. 180 (penned), 
line 11, Hezekiah Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 
5 Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilm M33, roll 122. 

d. 1820 U.S. census, Hickman County, Tennessee, population schedule, p. 185 (penned), 
line 6, Uriah Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 12 
May 2019); citing NARA microfilm M33, roll 122. (Document 15) 

e. 1830 U.S. census, Hickman County, Tennessee, population schedule, p. 257 (penned), 
line 21, Uriah Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 12 
May 2019); citing NARA microfilm M19, roll 176. (Document 16) 

f. 1820 U.S. census, Hickman County, Tennessee, population schedule, p. 189 (penned), 
line 41, Peter Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 5 
Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilm M33, roll 122. 

g. 1830 U.S. census, Hickman County, Tennessee, population schedule, p. 274 (penned), 
line 26, Peter Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 5 
Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilm M19, roll 176. 

h. 1820 U.S. census, Hickman County, Tennessee, population schedule, p. 188 (penned), 
line 15, Moses Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 5 
Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilm M33, roll 122. 

i. 1830 U.S. census, Hickman County, Tennessee, population schedule, p. 264A (penned), 
line 8, Moses Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 5 
Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilm M19, roll 176. 

j. 1840 U.S. census, Hickman County, Tennessee, population schedule, p. 179 [not 
shown], line 24, Moses Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : 
accessed 5 Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilm M704, roll 524. 

k. 1830 U.S. census, Hickman County, Tennessee, population schedule, p. 264A (penned), 
line 7, Granville M. Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : 
accessed 5 Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilm M19, roll 176. 

l. 1840 U.S. census, Hickman County, Tennessee, population schedule, p. 185 [not 
shown], line 9, Granville M. Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : 
accessed 5 Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilm M704, roll 524. 

m. 1830 U.S. census, Hickman County, Tennessee, population schedule, p. 266 (penned), 
line 25, Joel Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 5 
Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilm M19, roll 176. 
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n. 1830 U.S. census, Hickman County, Tennessee, population schedule, p. 272 (penned), 
line 10, Beckey Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 5 
Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilm M19, roll 176. 

o. 1830 U.S. census, Hickman County, Tennessee, population schedule, p. 278 (penned), 
line 23, Hugh Johnson household; image, Ancestry (http://ancestry.com : accessed 5 
Oct 2023); citing NARA microfilm M19, roll 176. 
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Appendix B – Relevant Documents 

1850 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, census for Harrison Johnson 
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1850 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, census for Harrison Johnson (continued) 
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Our Pioneer Heritage 
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1860 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri. census for 
Bilington [sic] Johnson & Dandridge Salley 
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1910 Obituary for William K. Johnson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Underlined portion: 
“Rev. Johnson was the oldest son of  
Abington and Margaret Johnson and 
was born in Clark county, Illinois, 
June 12, 1823”  

"End to Long Life (William K. Johnson)," 
Princeton (Missouri) Telegraph, 30 Mar 1910, p. 1, 
col. 6; digital image, Newspapers.com 
(http://newspapers.com : accessed 5 Nov 2023). 
(Document 4) 
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1860 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, census for William Berryman 
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Funeral Rites for Billington Johnson 
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Death Certificate for Amma (Berryman) Blake 
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Death Certificate for William Columbus Berryman 
 

  



Finding a Father for Harrison Johnson  Page 35 of 42 
Prepared by Jill Leonard Nock, AG®, 20 March 2024 

info@mtnstategen.com © 2024 Mountain State Genealogy 

1860 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, census for Harrison Johnson 
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1880 U.S. census, Brown County, Texas, census for Harrison Johnson 
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The History of Benton County, Missouri, 53c  
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1834 Marriage – Billington Johnson to Nancy Salley 
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1840 U.S. census, Benton County, Missouri, census for Billing & Harrison Johnson 
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1820 U.S. Hickman County, Tennessee, census for Uriah Johnson 
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1830 U.S. Hickman County, Tennessee, census for Uriah Johnson 
 


